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This book is dedicated 

With Love 

To my three children, 

Bryan S., Crista No, and Brent A. Jacober 

And to my late husband, 

Donald J Jacober 
1941-1993 



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

TO THE READER: 

It is with great pleasure that I submit this work entitled 'Memories from Moweaqua, 
Volume 2, which consists of excerpts from the Moweaqua Call-Mail from March 1891 
through December 1893. All extracts were taken from actual copies of the Moweaqua 
Call-Mail. This is due specifically through the efforts of the Moweaqua Public Library 
Librarian, Mrs Barbara Collins. Her foresight into preserving the valuable, historical 
news contained in the fragile pages of the Moweaqua Call Mail was responsible for these 
extracts. 

Great care has been taken to extract data relating to births, marriages and deaths that 
were noted in the Moweaqua Call-Mail during this time. Also included are birthday 
celebrations and anniversary celebrations, since these events may aid a genealogist in 
pinpointing exact dates, and the articles verify a person's age andlor the date and place of 
their marriage. This will add genealogical value to this document. 

If I was unsure of any information, found an obvious error, or did not copy an article in 
its entirety, I have included a '(Note) ' at the end of the information given. These notes will 
be in parenthesis and will be italicized. 

For your convenience, I have included maps of the local area, (state, township and 
county maps). To add interest to this book and to aid in verifying exact dates, I have 
included a calendar for the various years covered. The calendars are found at the 
beginning of each specific year. 

For ease in using this book, I have cross-referenced any unusual spellings of names and 
highlighted the names in the text. Please note that sometimes a woman's maiden name is @ available, as in the case of a marriage, and sometimes only her married name is given (as 
in the case of her death). When a woman is listed as 'Mrs J D Doe', I could not tell if it 
was her initials, or her husband's initials. Therefore, in the index, I have listed the woman 
as: Doe, J D (Mrs). To assist you in finding an individual, please consider both the 
maiden name and married name(s) when researching a female. 

There are over 3,000 names in this volume. I have tried to be as accurate as possible. 
Many of the articles have been copied verbatim. I have extracted the information to the 
greatest extent possible; however, the actual papers were extremely fragile, and sometimes 
the print was not as good as it could have been. There is some duplication of the extracts 
(ie. A death notice may be listed on the front page and again in the township news (Obed, 
Prairie Home, Yantisville, etc)). I chose to leave duplicate articles in 'as found' rather than 
screen them and perhaps miss an article. 

If you have any questions or would like to contact me, my address is given below. A 
special thank you to Ms Barbara Collins - a fine woman with a definite concern for 
preserving Moweaqua's past heritage! 

MAE L JACOBER 
275 Presley Lane 
Pocahontas, Illinois 62275 









Old Disease Names 
And 

Their Modern Definitions 

Biliousness: Jaundice or other symptoms associated with liver disease; any upset 
leading to vomiting bile. 

Camp Fever: Usually another name for typhoid fever. Typhus has appeared in the 
ports, but it was NOT a disease of the Civil War. In spite of repeated 
introductions from Europe and from Mexico, this form of typhus failed to form a 
permanent foothold in either Canada or the United States. The American Civil 
War of 1861-675 was one of the few wars of any magnitude in which typhus was 
not epidemic among the military camps, prisons, and refugee camps. (Ref: N H 
Topping et al, Studies of Typhus Fever, National Institute Bulletin No. 183 
(1945)). Also see typhoid fever. 

Consumption: Tuberculosis. The effect of the disease was that of 'wasting away'. 

Cramp Colic: Appendicitis 

Croup: Congested cough. 

a Death from 'Teething': Tooth infections with inflammation and cellulitis were 
causes of ilIness and death before there was adequate denistry. 

Dropsy: Edema (swelling), ususally of the hands and feet, although other parts 
of the body may show visible signs; water retention of the body, caused by 
kidney or heart failure. Today, dropsy may be called congestive heart failure. It 
can be an accumulation of fluid around the heart for a variety of complex 
reasons. 

Fallinn sickness: Epilepsy. 

Gout: Still called this today. Inflammation of an extremity - usually the foot, 
resulting from some fatty blood vessel/circulation problems. Not dissimilar to 
arthritis, but not involving the joint in the same way. It refers to an 
inflammation, not just in a joint, or an extremity, caused by the formation of 
crystals of oxalic acid when it accumulates in the body. It most often occurs in 
joints where circulation is poor, but can even cause gallstones or kidneystones. 
Extremely painful, may cause the infected area to become hot, redden, and very 
sensitive. Often called the 'rich man's disease', probably comes from the fact that 



anything which aggravates the acid level in the blood may bring on an attack, @ including lots of red meat (since that was expensive until modern times, only the 
well-to-do might be exposed to that 'trigger' of gout). Today's remedy includes 
increasing the intake of water. An attack can be calmed within 12 hours or so to 
the point where it's possible to walk again. Without treatment, attacks diminish 
over a week to ten day period. Most common gout manifests itself as a swelling 
in the big toe joint (either foot). Most common description is: high uric acid 
levels in the blood cause uric acid crystals to form in the joint linings. As the 
joint moves, then it's equivalent to having sandpaper rubbing against the joint 
linings and bone - result: incredible pain. Attacks come on very suddenly 
without warnings. Neither heat nor cold packs seem to make much difference. 

Jail Fever: Typhus. (See Camp Fever). Not normally found in the US. 

La Grippe: French for the English word 'grippe'. In modern days we know this 
disease as either 'influenza', or simply 'the flu'. The flu used to be a pretty deadly 
disease and can still be very threatening for people with immune systems 
weakened either by other diseases, age or general bad health. 

Lung - Fever: Pneumonia 

Lung - Sickness: Tuberculosis. 

Milk Leg: In the 1800 '~~  milk leg was common following childbirth. It was a 
painful swelling of the leg soon after childbirth due to thrombosis of the large 
veins. Today it would commonly be called phlebitis, or an infection or irritation 
of the veins of the leg, caused by inflammation and clotting in the femoral veins, 
usually as a result of infection during child birth. The more formal name is 
Phlegmasia Alba Dolens. (ref: Webster's New World Dictionary, 2nd ed, 1976, pp 
901-2.) 

Scarlet Fever: A common cuase of death in children before the 20th century. It is 
caused by strep bacteria with a very strong endotoxin (bacterial poison). A child 
gets phamagytis, then a skin rash, with bleeding into the skin and a high fever in 
a very bad form, which is almost never seen today. Collapse and death may 
come within 48 hours. Lake all infectious diseases, it appeared in 'bursts', or 
epidemics. For some reason, the disease is no longer so violent, and children are 
not at risk for these complications today. Penicillin and other antibiotics are used 
today to handle the disease. 

vii 


















































































































































































































































































