







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Rev Joseph S Best, aged 62, an old time Methodist circuit-rider, died at Freeport the other
day, the result of a stroke of paralysis received several weeks ago.

Charles Wiseman, aged 16, who lived a few miles from Quincy was bitten by a dog six
weeks ago and died the other night from blood poisoning.

Tom Waller of Marshall County was thrown from his horse the other day and killed, the
head of the unfortunate man, striking a tree and causing his demise.

Born to Mr and Mrs George Scheiverly on Wednesday, 3 March 1897, a little boy.
Prairie Home news: Married at high noon by Rev Paisley at the home of the bride’s
parents, Mr George Braden and Miss Ethel Noon. '

Loami news: Mrs Nancy Carter of Loami died on Saturday of heart failure, aged

60 years.

- Wednesday, 17 March 1897 issue, Moweaqua Call-Mail

Mrs L F Webb, a sister of Mrs G M Keiser of this city, died at her home in northeast
Assumption, Wednesday evening, 10 March 1897. Cause was quick consumption, after a
lingering illness of nine weeks. Funeral services took place from the M E Church on
Friday, 12 March 1897, at 2 o’clock PM. Those attending from Moweaqua were Mr and
Mrs G M Keiser, and Miss Mattie McHenry and Rev E J Durham.

For sometime some Clinton boys from 12 to 15 years old have been stealing rides on
freight trains going to Decatur or Maroa and returning on the same. Yesterday, some of
these boys were returning home on a freight train and when at the southern limits of the
city, Willie Steinhart, aged 14, who was riding between two cars, fell and received fatal
injured. It was not known he had been hurt until about half an hour afterward when he was
discovered by the crew of another freight train. He was taken to the home of his father,
Chas Steinhart, on East Main Street. It was found his right arm and shoulder were badly
crushed and there was a hole in the back of his head. There was little hope of his recovery
and death came at 4 o’clock this moming. (Clinton Reg1ster)

Alfred P Barnett, a member of one of Madison County’s pioneer families dled in
Edwardsville in his 64" year. He spent his entire life in Madison County.

Born to Mr and Mrs W Z Richhart on 16 March 1897, a son.

Born to Mr and Mrs Johnson Drake on Friday, 12 March 1897, a little girl.

Mr John Bancom and Miss Georgia Miller were married on Wednesday at high noon, at
the residence of the bride’s parents. Only the immediate relatives of each family were
present. (Loami news)

Will McGowan of Pana and a member of the second Regiment band of that city, died at
Lexington, Kentucky, last Saturday morning on 6 March 1897, while on his way home
from Marietta, Georgia. His mortal remains arrived in Pana the following day and were
interred to rest Monday afternoon.

Wednesday, 24 March 1897 issue, Moweaqua Call-Mail

Howard Hardin, a former resident of Moweaqua, died Thursday afternoon at the home of
William Logan, in Decatur, of consumption. Deceased was 36 years of age and a native
of Lancaster, Kentucky, and since his removal from this city, has been a resident of Macon
County for a period of about 12 months. He has no living relatives nearer than cousins, '
three of whom live in Decatur, Mrs Milton Layton, of West St Louis avenue, and William

174



and David Logan of West Decatur Street. The remains were shipped to Kentucky that

~ afternoon.

The golden wedding anniversary of Mr and Mrs Samuel H Petefish was held at their
home in Virginia. Many friends were present to share in the couple’s 50" anniversary
celebration. '

A W Smith, known as the ‘Poet of Shelby” died at Oconee. He was a mason and was
buried with the honors of the fraternity.

Mrs Ellen D Warren died at the residence of Robert Warren, her eldest son, one mile
east of Creal Springs, at the age of 106 years.

Esquire and Mrs Colbert spent Sunday in Decatur, attending the funeral of Miss Etta
Lord, a relative of Mrs Colbert’s.

Charles L Braden died Monday, 15 March 1897, at 1 o’clock PM at the home of his
parents, Mr and Mrs E Braden, aged 21 years, 6 months and 8 days. Charles was a
strong, healthy young man, and anticipated great hopes in the future which lay before him.
He attended several terms at Dixon College, Dixon, Hllinois. He taught several terms in the
country schools, He took a severe cold about a year ago, which he could not overcome,
and it finally settled in consumption. His last teaching was at Mt Tabor school near
Shelbyville, but was not able to finish the term. The nearest relatives who mourn his death
are his father and mother, his brother, George Braden, his sister, Mrs Hiram Pogue, and
other relatives and friends. The funeral took place from Prairie Home Presbyterian church
of which he was a member. Rev Paisley preached the funeral sermon. Those attending
from abroad were: P P Loughlin and daughter, Lulu of Decatur; Daniel Braden of Ohio.
The funeral was one of the largest ever attended. ' ‘
Mrs J M Housh has returned to Pleak from Decatur where she had been in attendance at
the funeral of her half-sister, Miss Lord, who was buried on Sunday. '
Major J C McFarland and wife celebrated their golden wedding at their home in
Bloomington a few days ago. The occasion was made memorable by a family reunion.
John Collier of Belvidere searched for his father for 33 years, finally locating him at San
Diego, California. When he arrived he found that his parent, the elder Mr Collier had just
died.

Born to Mr and Mrs Hanisko on 29 March 1897, a little girl.

Mrs Sarah I Brown who died recently at Bloomersburg, Pennsylvania, left all of her
fortune of $80,000 to the Methodist church.

Friday, 26 March 1897, marking the twentieth anniversary upon life’s calendar for Miss
Ida Snyder, her young friends took advantage of her being at church that evening and
arranged a surprise for her return, that was a complete success in every particular. (List of
attendees, not copied in this book) ‘

Elmer E Leslie of Cerro Gordo, was killed last week by a Wabash train which he tried to
get on while in motion. So it goes and if the practice of riding trains is kept up here, we
will soon have to record some serious accidents of deaths. Whose boy will it be?
(Stonington Star)

Mary Ann Tobins was born in Pennsylvania in the year 1832, died 23 March 1897, aged
64 years, 11 months and some days. She was married to Joseph Klar in Pickaway '
County, Ohio, in the year 1853. They moved to Shelby County, Illinois, in 1855. To this
union was given two daughters and seven sons. Clara Ella died when 1 year and 10 days
old, Susie, Adam and Emanuel are living at Clinton; William Franklin in Oakland,
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California, Nelson near Bement; Manassech near Findlay, Edward and Pearl near Obed.
She was converted when quite young, and joined the Evangelical church, where she
remained until 1885, when she came with a letter and was received into the United
Brethren Church, where she remained a faithful member until called home. The funeral
was preached by her pastor, the Rev D W Hamilton from the First U B church of Obed,
assisted by Rev Athey of the Liberal U B Church of Locust Grove. Heart disease was the
cause of her death.

Mr and Mrs J S Crawford of Allenboro went to Blue Mound on Tuesday to attend the
wedding of Mrs Crawford’s brother.

Born to Mr and Mrs Wm Workman on 29 March 1897, a boy.

Mrs Mollie Donison of Assumption, Hlinois, requests information of the St Louis Police in
regard to her 20 year old brother, Charles Finnegan, of Virginia, Illinois, who left that
place about two weeks ago. She writes that she has heard that he had been drown from a
boat. (St Louis Globe Democrat)

Wednesday, 7 April 1897 issue, Moweaqua Call-Mail

Sunday next, 11 April 1897, Aunt Nancy Hays will have reached her ninety-sixty annual
milestone in life’s journey. Born in Virginia in 1806 she came to Illinois about 1827 and
for 70 years, has resided in this state. She is the mother of Mrs Major Hays, Mrs Ezekiel
Prescott, Mrs Malinda Jacobs and Mrs Louisa Hays. This venerable and estimable old
lady is yet hale and hearty, and bids fair to round out the century. Her numerous relatives
and friends will assemble at her home, which she makes with Mr and Mrs Major Hays, on
her birthday and tender her joyous greeting in honor of the occasion. :

At her home in Prairieton township on Wednesday, 31 March 1897, Mrs Isom Gordon, in
the forty-ninth year of her age. The deceased was a sister of J B Workman and a lady
with many friends. The funeral was held the day following; interment was in Adams
Cemetery. A
Wednesday next 14 April 1897, at the home of the bride in Galesburg, Illinois, Miss
Claire Morton and Mr Wm Warren of this township will be united in marriage. The
wedding will be a quiet and informal affair. Both parties have a host of admiring friends in
Moweaqua who wish them well. :

Mrs Martha A E Hamel, aged 90, one of the oldest inhabitants of Clark County, died at
Casey, at the residence of her daughter, Mrs F A Shimel.

C L Hastings, an abstract clerk in the law office of Judge E P Kirby, Jacksonville, was
found dead in the office, having been murdered.

At Bloomington, the jury in the trial of Ben McCoy, for the murder of John T Bullock,
deceased having failed to agree on a verdict, was discharged.

Bom to Mr and Mrs Henry Wempen on 5 April 1897, a girl.

Mr and Mrs C F Gaskill and Miss Helen Aydelott will leave the first of the week for
Galesburg to be present at the Warren-Morton wedding in Galesburg.

Today in Decatur, Mr Frank Wooters and Miss Anke Wempen will be united in
marriage. This evening the newly married couple will be tendered a reception by the
bride’s parents Mr and Mrs Wm Wempen at their home near Allenboro.

Born to Mr and Mrs Robert Orris of Prairie Home on Wednesday morning, a son.
Bomn to Mr and Mrs Fletch Shride, 4 April 1897, a son.
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At the home of the bride’s parents, J Sims near Obed, Miss Rose L Sims and Mr Stephen
E Atteberry were united in the holy bonds of matrimony on Wednesday evening. Rev
Hamilton officiating. Only the immediate relatives and friends being present. The bride
is the only daughter of Mr and Mrs J Sims, who by her sweet and loving disposition, has
drawn about her, a host of kind friends. The groom is the youngest son of Mrs Cross, a
hard working, worthy young man, who will in every way, prove a sincere and faithful
helpmate. They will reside with the groom’s mother.

Allenboro news: Miss Anka Wempen and Mr Frank Wooters were married in Decatur,
Wednesday, 7 April 1897. Stephen Atteberry and Miss Rosa Sims were married last
Wednesday night, 31 March 1897.

Just after the noon hour yesterday, word reached the city that Mrs H A Pratt was dead.
The news cast a shadow of gloom over the entire community. Mrs Pratt had not been ill,
though complaining at times of neuralgia. Monday night she suffered much from the
trouble, and Tuesday morning the family physician visited her, but did not consider her at
all dangerously ill. About noon on of the boys came to town for a physician, but her life
had passed out before the doctor reached the house. Death was evidently the result of
neuralgia of the heart. Mrs Pratt was a woman dearly beloved by all who knew her. A
noble wife, a tender and affectionate mother, a kindly and generous neighbor her loss will
be deeply felt and greatly deplored by the entire community. She was a consistent member
of the Baptist church of this city for 26 years, having united with the church in December
1870. We regret that we are unable to announce the day and hour of the funeral which will
be held as soon as it is possible for her daughter and other children to return home.

Born to Mr and Mrs James Higgins, 5 April 1897, a girl.

This evening at eight o’clock at the residence of J D Gaskill, Galesburg, Ilinois, w111
occur the wedding of Wm Warren and Miss Claire Morton. The young people are both
true Moweaquans to the manor born. The bride being the niece of C F Gaskill, and a
graduate of our high school, and the groom is a son of Milton Warren, northeast. After
the wedding the newly married couple will enjoy a brief honeymoon in Chicago, returning
to Moweaqua on Saturday morning. They will be tendered a wedding dinner and a
reception by Mr and Mrs Milton Warren.

As was announced briefly in the last issue of the Call-Mail, Mr Frank Wooters and Miss
Ankie Wempen were married in Decatur, Wednesday last by Judge W L. Hammer. The
young people drove up with Mr and Mrs J Wheeler Adams, who acted as their
chaperones unti] the sacred knot was tied. The bride is a young lady in every way fitted to
grace the home of the most worthy young groom, who has prepared a pretty little home on
Mrs James Stewart’s farm for her reception.

The funeral of Mrs H A Pratt was held from the family residence south of town, Thursday
morning, 9 April 1897, and despite the excessively inclement weather was fairly attended.
The remains were laid to rest in the Masonic Cemetery. Mrs Angelina L Pratt, nee
Foster, wife of Mr H A Pratt, died on neuralgia of the heart near Moweaqua, Illinois, on
6 April 1897. She was sick only a few hours. She assisted in preparing dinner, and in two
hours, her spirit fled from the body. She was born at Jacksonville on 6 October 1840. She
was 56 years and 6 months old. She married H A Pratt on 6 February 1863 and moved to
Moweaqua, Illinois, in 1870. They were united with the Baptist church here in 1872. She
was the mother of eleven children, five of whom are dead, five sons and one daughter are
living. The sons are Albert H Pratt, Chas O Pratt, Harry J Pratt, Edson Foster Pratt

177





































































































































































































































































