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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 
MEMORIES FROM MOWEAQUA 

Excerpts fiom the Moweaqua News, Volume 6 
1906 - I909 

To The Reader: 

It is with great pleasure that I submit the next volume of 'Memon'esfrom Moweaqua, 
Excerptsfrom the Moweaqua News, Volume 6'. Volume 6 consists of excerpts from the 
Moweaqua News, Moweaqua, Illinois, newspaper from 1906 through 1909. All extracts were 
taken from original copies of the Moweaqua News. This is due specifically through the efforts 
for the Moweaqua Public Library Librarian, Mrs. Barbara Collins. Her foresight in preserving 
the valuable, historical news contained in the fragile pages of the Moweaqua News was 
responsible for this project. 

Due to the extremely fragile condition of the newspapers, great care has been taken to extract 
data relating to births, marriages, and deaths that were noted in the newspapers during this time. 
As an added feature of this volume, I have added additional information on wedding showers, 
birthday celebrations, family reunions, and marriage anniversary celebrations. If I was unsure of 
any information, found an obvious error, or did not copy an article in its entirety, I have included 

@ a '(Note:)' at the end of the information. These notes will be in parenthesis and will be 
italicized, outlining special notes, discrepancies, or items of interest. 

This volume follows the same format as the previous volumes, and the same sections are 
included so that each volume will stand on its own. 

a. Sketches: 
This section includes photos or sketches of individuals found in different issues of the 
newspaper. Also included in this section are extracts of some of the local advertisements found 
in a particular year. This section may depict life styles, dress, shoes, wagons, buggies, farm 
equipment, any item of interest that would aid in preserving a bit of history from this era. These 
pages are not numbered, but a listing of individual pictures is given at the front of the section. 

b. Common Zllnesses - Old Diseases - Modern Definitions: 
Many tragic deaths were attributed to illnesses that have strange sounding names by today's 
standards, but which were very common during this time. Because of antibiotics and the great 
strides in medical advancements since this period, the cure of many of these then life-threatening 
diseases has been found. I have researched the most common illnesses mentioned and added a 
brief description to them for reference. 

0 

c. Newspapers Mentioned in the Moweaqua News: 
Often articles were copied from other local newspapers and included part of the news in the 
Moweaqua News article. When this happened, I have shown reference by adding the applicable 
newspaper in ( ). For reference only, I have compiled a list of the most frequently quoted 
newspapers during this era. In some instances, these newspapers are no longer in existence. I 



have listed as much information as I could find about a specific newspaper. I have listed them in 
alphabetical order on the 'newspaper list', and given current and historical information about 
each when known. 

d. Names and Places mentioned in the Moweaqua News: 
Some of the towns and villages mentioned may no longer appear on Illinois State maps, some 
have become extinct. Therefore, I have included this section, which includes a description of the . 
specific location of many of these small towns and villages. When additional information was 
found, I have included that information as a brief narrative. 

e. Maps - Township, County, Locality and State o f  Illinois: 
For easy reference I have included the map section, which includes maps of various dates, as 
well as a recent Illinois road map. Also included are township maps, county maps, and plat book 
information. 

f. Extracts by specific year - Moweaqua News, Moweaqua, Illinois: 
As with previous volumes, this volume includes exact calendars for each given year. The 
calendar may be found at the beginning of each specific year. This section contains the extracts 
of births, marriages, and deaths, as well as birthday celebrations, anniversary celebrations, 
wedding shower information, and family reunions. All entries are made in chronological order 
and have a complete alphabetical index, which is found at the back of this book. For ease in 
using this book, I have cross-referenced any unusual spellings of names and highlighted the 
names in the actual text. Birthday celebrations and anniversary celebrations are included since 
these events may aid a genealogist in pinpointing exact dates, assist in verifying a person's age 
andlor the date and place of their marriage. Family reunion information is included because 
often times the article listed attendees which may have been entire family names and records. 
This will add genealogical value to this document. 

Please note that sometimes a woman's maiden name is available, as in the case of a marriage, 
and sometimes only her married name is given (as in the case of her second or third marriage, or 
her death notice). When a woman is listed as 'Mrs. J. D. Doe', I could not tell if this pertained to 
her initials, or to her husband's initials. Therefore, in the index, I have listed the woman as: 
Doe, J D (Mrs.). To assist you in finding an individual, please consider both the maiden name, 
and married name(s) when researching a female. 

Interesting facts bout Memoriesfrom Moweaqua - Volume 6: Volume 6 contains 260 pages of 
extracted material for the 4 years researched. That's an average of 65 pages of single spaced, 
typewritten material extracted from each year's newspaper. There are approximately 7,287 
names of Moweaqua folk indexed and referenced in this volume! There are only 4 copies of this 
document in existence, as well as two computer diskettes containing the information found 
herein. I have tried to be as accurate and as informative as possible. Many of the articles have, 
been copied verbatim. I have extracted the information to the greatest extent possible; howeyer, 
the actual papers were extremely fiagile and sometimes the print was not as good as it could 
have been. Some of these volumes had pages missing or tom. There may be some duplication 
of the extracts (i.e.: A death notice may be Listed on the front page and again in the township 



news (Obed, Prairie Home, Yantisville, etc)). I chose to leave duplicate articles in 'as found' @ rather than to screen them and perhaps miss some important information about an event. 

I found the first several issues and last several issues of each newspaper volume in very poor, 
tom condition. Extremely fragile is an understatement! Because many of the pages were tom, I 
alsotrevi&ed microfilm for each year, which was ordered through the Illinois State Historical 
Library, Springfield, Illinois. I compared my extracted data with the microfilm copy and 
incorporated any and all data found so that the articles are as complete as possible. 

If you have any questions or comments, or would like to contact me, you may get my address 
from the Moweaqua Public Library Librarian. I hope that you find Volume 6 to be informative, 
useful and helpful. 

Mae L ~acobk/t 



* SKETCHES * 



Addendum to  Index 

See 'Sketches' section: 
From 

The Moweaqua Mail 
1906 - 1909 

Pictures of individua Is in 
Sketches section: 

Aydelott, J P 
Bacon, Elmer D 
Brookshier, W F 

Cap t Jingle 
Corvington, A w e d  N 

Gregory, James E 
Ludwig, Philip 
Peabody, S N 

Ponting, Tom C (Mr & Mrs) 
Rice, Sarah 

Snyder, Valentine 
Wallace Boys 
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